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INGLÉS I° MEDIO 
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I. Objetivos 

1. Leer y comprender textos sobre grandes culturas antiguas de 

América.  

2. Identificar información clave en textos organizándola en gráficos. 

3. Identificar formas verbales y vocabulario clave al hablar de 

situaciones pasadas.  

*Importante: Imprimir esta guía es opcional, puede hacer solo el 

desarrollo en su cuaderno de inglés, lo importante es que haga los 

ejercicios de esta guía que serán revisados. 

 

I. Read the text about The Incas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Inca: A lost society 

 

How is it that a people who had no written language and didn't even know of the existence of the 
wheel could within the space of a hundred years build an empire that spanned some 2,500 miles 
across South America? 
 
The people I'm referring to are of course the Inca. The Inca were a small ethnic group who came to 
rule an empire of more than 12 million people. They ruled their empire from Cuzco in Peru and 
were not the brutal conquerors that many think them to be. They took control of other cultures 
through a mixture arms and gifts. They were skilled craftsmen who were able to produce beautiful 
jewelry and textiles. Many villagers were so impressed by them that they thought of them as gods. 
 
 The Inca were in many ways very tolerant and assimilated new peoples, their cultures and even 
their religions into their own, but not so the Spanish conquistadors who arrived in 1532. 
With an army of less than 400 men, they were able to defeat the 40,000 strong Inca army and they 
soon set about looting and plundering the riches of the Inca culture. Most of the amazing 
architecture and complex building they had worked to build up was torn down and made into 
palaces and fortresses for the conquering Spanish.  
 
Amazingly, one Inca site remained undiscovered until 1911. It was the amazing Machu Picchu, the 
Inca temple to the sun, but by this time, of course the Inca were long gone, either killed off by 
conquistadors or the diseases that they brought with them. Today it still stands, at the top a 
mountain beside the Urubamba River in Peru, a memorial to the greatness of a people that we can 

now only read about in books. 
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II. Read the text and put the facts below under the heading that they refer to 

related to the text you read. 
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III. Complete the sentences so that they are true for you. 
 
1. The part of the text that most surprised me was.. 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. I think the conquistadors were able to defeat the Inca army because... 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. I think the descendants of the Inca are / aren't entitled to compensation 
because... 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. I think the conquistadors tore down the Inca buildings and build their own 
because... 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. I think the conquistadors didn’t discover Machu Picchu because.... 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. I think the best thing about the Inca was.... 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
7. I think the worst thing about the conquistadors was... 
__________________________________________________________________ 

8. I would / wouldn't like to go to Machu Picchu because... 

__________________________________________________________________ 

IV. Match the definitions with the correct vocabulary item.  
 

1.the state of being: 
2. a group of countries controlled by a single power: 
3. to cover an area: 
4. of a racial group: 
5. cruel and violent: 
6. weapons (i.e. knives, guns etc.): 
7. people who make things with their hands: 
8. clothes or other articles made of cloth: 
9. to allow one group of people to becom part of another: 
10. to begin: 
11.to steal articles during time of war or disorder 
12. to destroy 
13. a position or place 
14. a religious building 
15. something that reminds people of a person or event 

 

a. Memorail 

b. Site 

c. Torn down 

d. Textiles 

e. Arms 

f. Ethnic 

g. Empire 

h. Temple 

i. Craftsmen 

j. Assimilated 

k. Spanned 

l. Brutal 

m. Existence 

n. Set about looting 

and plundering 
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V. Read carefully the text about the Mayas 
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The Maya Civilization 

 

The Maya civilization was a Mesoamerican civilization developed by the Maya peoples in 

an area that encompasses southeastern Mexico, all of Guatemala and Belize, and the 

western portions of Honduras and El Salvador. The Maya civilization is known for the 

Maya hieroglyphic script, the only known fully developed writing system of the               

pre-Columbian Americas, as well as for its art, architecture, and mathematical and 

astronomical systems. 

Politics and religion 

The Maya civilization developed from the Archaic period, prior to 2000 BC, to the fall of 

the last Maya city in 1697 by the Spanish Empire. Classic period rule was centered 

around the concept of the "divine king", who acted as a mediator between mortals and the 

supernatural realm. Kingship was patrilineal, and power would normally pass to the eldest 

son. A prospective king was also expected to be a successful war leader. Maya politics 

was dominated by a closed system of patronage, although the exact political make-up of a 

kingdom varied from city-state to city-state. By the Late Classic, the aristocracy had 

greatly increased, resulting in the corresponding reduction in the exclusive power of the 

divine king. As a part of their religion, the Maya practiced human sacrifice. 

Art 

The Maya civilization developed highly sophisticated art forms, and the Maya created art 

using both perishable and non-perishable materials, including wood, jade, obsidian, 

ceramics, sculpted stone monuments, stucco, and finely painted murals. 

Maya cities 

Maya cities tended to expand haphazardly, and commercial and administrative 

complexes, surrounded by an irregular sprawl of residential districts, would occupy the city 

center. Different parts of a city would often be linked by causeways, a sort of paved roads. 

The principal architecture of the city consisted of palaces, pyramid-temples, ceremonial 

ball courts, and structures aligned for astronomical observation. 

Literate elite 

The Maya elite were literate, and developed a complex system of hieroglyphic writing that 

was the most advanced in the pre-Columbian Americas. The Mayas recorded their history 

and ritual knowledge in screen fold books, of which only three uncontested examples 

remain. The Spanish destroyed the rest. There are also a great many examples of Maya 

text found on ceramics and stela, a kind of monuments that consist of tall-sculpted stone 

shafts. The Maya developed a highly complex series of interlocking ritual calendars, and 

employed mathematics that included one of the earliest instances of the explicit zero in 

the world. 
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VII. Answer the questions about the Maya Civilization. 

1. What was the location of the Maya civilization? 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 

2. What famous achievements made the Maya civilization well known? 
 

 

 
3. What was the time period of the Maya civilization? 

 
____________________________________________________________ 
 

4. What was the role of the “divine king”? 
 

 

 
5. How was the Maya politics? 

 
____________________________________________________________ 
 

6. What materials did Mayas use for their art forms? 
 
 

 
7. Were Mayas cities developed strategically in a perfect order? 

 
____________________________________________________________ 
 

8. What were the principal buildings of the Mayan architecture? 
 

 

 
9. How did the Mayas record their history and ritual knowledge? 

 
____________________________________________________________ 
 

10. What was a stela? 
 
 

 
11. What did the Mayas develop for rituals regarding the time and dates? 

 
 



      Colegio Anglo Maipú 

       Año escolar 2020 

 
Si tiene dudas con respecto a la guía y la materia de esta, puede contactarse al 
siguiente mail: 
misslissettecolegioanglomaipu@gmail.cl 
Es importante que al momento de enviar su mensaje deje en claro su nombre y 
apellido y el curso al que pertenece. Le recuerdo que las dudas deben ser 
enviadas en un lenguaje formal como corresponde a una comunicación formal 
alumno-profesor. También le solicito paciencia si sus dudas no son respondidas 
de inmediato ya que tengo más de 400 alumnos e iré respondiendo las dudas por 
orden de llegada en un plazo máximo de 24 horas, de lunes a viernes.  
Espero que se encuentre bien de salud junto a sus seres queridos, recuerde que 
estamos viviendo situaciones excepcionales, enfrentando una pandemia mundial 
para la que nadie estaba preparado y cuidar de la salud de todos nosotros es lo 
más importante en estos días.   
Un saludo afectuoso 
Miss Lissette Reyes. 
 

 

mailto:misslissettecolegioanglomaipu@gmail.cl

